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When Ann ond Lesley visite d the Gty. . .
With more than 2,000 hours of service to Hampstead Heach to their credit, volunteers Ann
Cowking and Lesley Lander received the Freedom of the City of London at a ceremony held
in the Chamberlain's Court, Guildhall. Our picture shows, from left, Catherine McGuinness,
chairman of the Hampstead Heath Management Committee; Ann who is a Heath Hands
trustee; Chamberlain's Court Clerk Murray Craig; Lesley who is a former Heath Hands
chair, and Catherine's deputy Dennis Cotgrove. Ann and Lesley received framed certificates
and starred at a receDtion in their honour.

Time to blitz that litter Training pays off
West Lodge
warms uP
Heatlr Hands' headquarterc, West
Lodge Kenwood, has just been
given a new lease of life. The 18th
cenh.rry gate house, on lease to
Heath Hands fiom English
Heritage, now has central heating
for the first time in its life.

Damp and cold in the winteq
tle building wa,s difficult to love
and even more difficult to work in.
Thanl6 to dre Camden Volunteer
Bureau, however, a grant 1or
f3,500 wasjust enough for
English Heritage to match and
then some to give the building a
proper heating system in all five of
its little ncoms, including dre loo.

As builden were on site, EH
took fte opportunity to upgrade
dre 1oo, repair windows and to
install a hot water dispenser which
saves much time in prepanng
coffees and teas for work sessions.

The annual Hampstead Heath Litter Blitz is set for Monday
12 June from lOam to noon. Heath Hands can join teams
starting all around the Heath and working their way to
Kenwood where a picnic lunch will await them. As last
year, some 50 overseas Girl Guides will join the blitz, along
with teams from the City of London and English Heritage.

The continuing training that
volunteers leceive with Heath
Hands won f50 for us in the
Camden Volunteer Bureau's
volunteedng Organisation of Year
2005 awards. Heath Hands came
in as a joint runner-up for the
suppo.t and training oftbred to
volunteels.

Norninated by volunteer
Deborah Wolton, this is the
second time that Heath Hands has
figured in the competition.
Treasuer Annabel Wilson
attended the awards event to
collect the prize.

Make it your own
If you want to keep an eye on a
special comer of Kenwood,
consider looking afier the Kitchen
Garden and herbaceous borders.
English Heritage wants hvo
volunteers to take on this project as
a reguEr conurutment on
Wednesday momings. Contact
Loretta at West Lodge on
020 8458 9102.

Education Centre
launch celebration

9 June at 6.30pm

See poge 3 fot on uPdote on
volunteer effort to oPen the
new educotion Prcgrcmme on
Hompstead Heoth.
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Reliable info yields gorgeous map
It takes as much time to check information as it does to collect ir.
Jeremy Wright gives us the latest on the ancient tree survey.

Ahnfn.;j*;::
our anqent ree survey was
linked to the City's very
powerfu I Maplnfo mapping
system. Superb maps were
produced showing all the 790
surveyed trees, plotted on
aerial photographs of the
Heath.

The old hedge lines are
clearly highlighted by the
surviving ancient trees.
However, inevitably a few
errors had been made in the
laborious data entry of about
20,000 pieces of infomation,
particularly with the grid
references of the fees. These
resulted in some misplaced
trees, the most extraordinary
example being a line of trees

which were plotted virtually
tbrough the Whitestone Pond!

In the last few months, the
ancient tlee survey volunteers
have therefore ri gorously
checked the enry of data for
almost all these trees. The City
has found this checked data of
great help. For example, the
natural landscape working
group (helping to prepare the
new comprehensive Heath
management plan) has been
given a fascinating and useful
map of all the trees, colour
coded lbr species. We now are
able to positively identify a
specific tree, rather than
describe it as, say, "the 13th
tree along an old hedge line."

The survey also proved
useful to Co{poration staff
wben drawing up plans to

protect the flne veterans in the
Hanpstead Gate area. The
project aims to move the gate
into Kenwood a few mefes
and slightly divet a couple of
footpaths. It is also intended to
use the survey to inform the
Heath's tree safety policy.

Accurate GPS positioning
and tagging of ffees is
scheduled in this year's annual
work plan, and volunteers for
work may be welcome,
perhaps next winter Our
Communify Education Officer
Sam Crosby would love to
develop an interpretation
leaflet about our ancient trees,
possibly with detailed
descriptions of some, and with
suggested self-guided walks.

Now that we have an
accurate data base, it may be

possible to attach photogmphs
of some of our special trees
using hyperlinks. It may be
useful to develop the data base
into a management tool for the
City, to schedule work
required and record the
resrltino effenr

It would also be great to
extend the survey to include
other interesling or unusual
trees: several crab apples, the
Yellow Buck-Eye graft on the
Viaduct Path, and especially
Ihe Crataegus punctcttq tj:ee in
the Parliament Hill caf6
enclosure. This last is a
Champion Tree of the British
Isles, and the best example of
its species. The extension of
the survey into all these areas
could be fascinating and very
useful.

Thanks co volunceers, the City's new map shows all the ancient trees on Hampstead Heath.
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Education
programme
takes o./f
I t  s al l  bxfJpcning ir t
HampsterL(l Heath s new
E.lrcirti(n Cenllt Vi)[rnteers
l l l \e l lheudr compleLe(l
thrcc l i r l l  d.rys ol t fainirg.

:roL stuck in to rct i l lhishng
lhe cerr lrc nnd helpin! oul
with ir f tcr \chool . lubs rrd
lct i \  i t rcs. r l l  tnrdcr fhc
grr iclancc of thc ncu
Communil !  Educi lLiorl
Oll ico San Crosby

No\\ '  Sanl is pl l tnr ir !  the
lrc\t  found of rrr inias
prol luurres Dates $ i l l  be
rtot i l ier l  to rnerttbers lr :  rrnn
lts proglrrrt l res lre lrgrr:erl

\bl(Lrteer: $,ho hN\ c
rt lcn(lcd i l t  lcNsl onc ol lhc
l lrst thrcc trr ining scssi()ns
alc Jennic Dcco. Ka\ '
Doobur. Frlncesca Flor is.
Crol Frrrrkel.  I- i r .  IL- l l rn. 'L.
l)chor rh Nc\,hold. ( l i rLrdc
Ilcnn('r t  ludith l losc. Lr,,
I  Lrclcr. Ei leen Wil lnlrLt
ani: Ionnna Wise

' 'Tltc1 rrcre l l1 bubblirg
!r rth cnthusix\nl i lncl hr\c
lci tnrel l  l  lot i r l rei lcl \ .-  \ i l \  s
Suni Tlre l l i l inin!
plot l i lnlrc lncluctcs l ln
intaor[rcr ion [o Hxnrl)\ tci lLl
Hcath lnc[rdin-q r lspects ol
iLs ecokr-uy geolog_"_. hi*or1'
xn(l how thc Heath is
r l l i !1rged lbr \ \ , i ldl i le This
is tollo\\'cd hJ ir hirsic
\L-s\ ion of ho\| to \ lor l
wi lh chi lclren- maDrgiD!
r isk. sr ietv procedures.
chi ld pdcction rnd
hchlr\ i(mr rnxnagcrrcnl
Thc third l)logr|Lrlnre is iln
introduction to the syl lnbLrs
iLnLl how lo ensage wilh
scllool groLrps

There are also
opporlurlltlcs lo Ilrxclsc
ski l ls lcarncd in thc
classroom and on Heath
talks bv assist ing *i th
running alier school clLrb\
at the Gospel Oak Prirn!ry
School ard La Sainte
Uuion. a sccondar) -qi l ls '
schooljust across the roacl
l;oni Parliame t Hill

Vrlunteers who rvoulci
l ikc to start training shoulcl
contact Loretta Schauer rt
$'est Lodge
aThe sprin-q/sunmrer

v

pr ogr rllnnlc Tor tnc
Edlrcation Ccntrc gets
undcr !vr\r on 7 May at
5anl wirh dn
International Dawn
Chorus walk lcaving
tiom thc Parliament
Hill Stafi Yard. Half
Erm cteaLlve

lvorkshops lo continue
lhe rclurbishment work
ale planned for 3l May
and I .lltnc from lOam
to noon and from lpm
to lpnl. The Educati(nr
Cenlre laulrch
celebration is set tbr 9
June at 6 30pm

\ *.'.-t

Abov€: Educar on Off  cer  Sam Crosby wrth
l r r inees L z Jel  nek,  foreground and l fom .ear lef r ,
l e n n  e  D e c o ,  C a r o  F r a n k e l .  J o a n n a  w i s e , l u d i t h
Rose, L iz Tucker and Kay Doobay

Right :  Vo Lrnteer Joanna Wrse reams up w th her
s o r  t r r , l  d , r , r g r 1  F d r r a r o r  C e r t r e r - e " r , e
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Above: Young management trainees with the World Association of Girl Guides and Girl Scours
(WAGGGS) visited Wesr Lodge in March Lo see how small charities are run. V$i|ors, shown here with
Heath Hands chair Bobby deloia tear) are, from lefc Chire Ranson (lreland), Waha Al Sheridah
(Kuwaic), Rachael Marchese (Australia), Nahed Debian (Lebanon), Meriem Dridi Ounisia), and Sajida Al
Houli (KuwaiL) WAGGGS is based in Hampscead and is a corporace member of Heath Hands Some 250
of their members each year crade Guide uniforms for Heach Hands shirts for days ouc workinS on the
Heath whil€ visiting London

Left: The London Raleigh Club joined Heath Hands for a second full day ofwork on the Heath Some 15
members curned up on the day to work ar che Hampstead Gace.

Below: Heath Hands came offthe Heafi and anrc the communicy asc month, to launch (wnh che Crcy of
London) an Inicracive [o rurn a derelict bic of land near the Hampstead Heath stacion inlo a Peace Garden.
Helping to clear che land here are volunteers Tony Grimes, left, and LizJack, right, with luscin walsh of
rhe Ciry s Hearh conservalion ceam Estate agentJonathan Bergman masrerminded the purchase ofth€
lease and now chairs rhe projecr sceering group
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